MINUTES OF MEETING OF CAVAN COUNTY COUNCIL HELD ON

9th February, 2015 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER
COUNCILLOR S.P. O’REILLY, CATHAOIRLEACH PRESIDING

PRESENT:
Councilors M. Argue, W. Bennett, C. Brady, D. Brady, P. Brady, N. Connell, F. Curtin, J.P. Feeley, E. Greenan, C. Kelly, P. McDonald, P. McVitty, P. O’Reilly, P. Smith, S. Smith, V. Smith, N. Smyth.
IN ATTENDANCE:

G. Finn, Chief Executive




J. McLoughlin, Director of Service




D. Maguire, Head of Finance





E. Doyle, Director of Services





J. Brannigan, Director of Services.





E. McGinn, Meeting Administrator 
1.
To confirm Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Cavan County Council held on 12 January 2015.  Miontuairisci cruinnithe 12 Eanair 2015 a dhearbhu.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor P. McVitty
     Seconded by Councillor D. Brady
      And


Resolved:

“that minutes of monthly meeting of Cavan County Council held on 12 January 2015 be hereby approved”.

2.
To note minutes of Housing, Community, Social & Cultural Development Strategic Policy Committee held on 1 December 2014.

Noted.
3.
To note Minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on 8 December 2014.
Noted.

4.

To note Chief Executive’s Orders.


Noted.
5.

To approve disposal of 24m2 of land approximately at Keadue, Cavan to the Electricity Supply Board for the sum of €1.00, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated. 
It was:

Proposed by Councillor P. McVitty
     Seconded by Councillor S. Smith
      And


Resolved:



“that the disposal of 24m2 of land approximately at Keadue, Cavan to the Electricity Supply Board for the sum of €1.00, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 be hereby approved”. 
6.

To approve a 3 year lease of Ballyconnell Credit Union Building, Church Street, Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan to Ballyconnell Community Group at a rent of €40 per month, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.
It was:



Proposed by Councillor P. McVitty
     Seconded by Councillor D. Brady
      And


Resolved:



“that the disposal of a 3 year lease of Ballyconnell Credit Union Building, Church Street, Ballyconnell, Co. Cavan to Ballyconnell Community Group at a rent of €40 per month, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 be hereby approved”.

7.

To approve the disposal of 0.1229ac. (0.0497 ha) of land approximately at Drumalee, Cavan to Paddy Keavney as Executor of the late Eilish Donohoe for the sum of €1,350, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 and notices circulated.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor J.P. Feeley
     Seconded by Councillor E. Greenan
      And


Resolved:


“that the disposal of 0.1229ac. (0.0497 ha) of land approximately at Drumalee, Cavan to Paddy Keavney as Executor of the late Eilish Donohoe for the sum of €1,350, pursuant to Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 and Section 211 of the Local Government (Planning & Development) Act 2000 be hereby approved”.
8.

To consider Audit Committee’s Report of the audited financial statement and auditor’s report of Cavan County Council for year ended 31/12/2013 in accordance with Section 121 of the Local Government Act 2001, as amended by Section 60 of the Local Government Reform Act, 2014.



Noted.

9.

To consider 3 year Capital Programme 2015-2017 in accordance with Section 135 of the Local Government Act 2001.



Noted.

10.

Approval to open a business account with Rabo Direct and that the Head of Finance be appointed as Authorised User to operate and manage the business account on behalf of Cavan County Council.
It was:



Proposed by Councillor E. Greenan

     Seconded by Councillor S. Smith

      And


Resolved:



“that the opening of a business account with Rabo Direct and the Head of Finance appointed as Authorised User to operate and manage the business account on behalf of Cavan County Council be hereby approved”.
11.(a)
To note AILG 2015 Elected Member “In Service” Training dates and Annual Conference details – 26th February Castlebar (Welcome Inn)
It was:



Proposed by Councillor W. Bennett

     Seconded by Councillor P. Brady

      And


Resolved:



“that Councillors P. O’Reilly, P. McVitty, V. Smith, P. Smith, W. Bennett, C. Brady, J.P. Feeley, C. Kelly, F. Curtin, P. Brady and S.P. O’Reilly attendance at AILG training day in Castlebar on 26th February be hereby approved”.

11.(b)
To approve attendance of members at Colmcille Winter School to be held in Gartan, Letterkenny on 27th & 28th February.

It was:



Proposed by Councillor M. Argue

     Seconded by Councillor F. Curtin

      And


Resolved:



“that Councillors P. O’Reilly, V. Smith, P. Smith, C. Brady, M. Argue, S. Smith, F. Curtin, P. Brady, C. Kelly and S.P. O’Reilly attend Colmcille Winter School in Gartan, Letterkenny on 27th   & 28th February be hereby approved”.

11.(c)
To approve attendance of members at AILG Annual Conference in the Nuremore Hotel, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan on 12th & 13th March, 2015.

It was:



Proposed by Councillor S. Smith

     Seconded by Councillor C. Brady

      And


Resolved:



“that Councillors P. O’Reilly, P. McVitty, V. Smith, P. Smith, W. Bennett, C. Brady, M. Argue, S. Smith, J. P. Feeley. N. Smyth, F. Curtin, P. Brady, C. Kelly and S.P. O’Reilly attend the AILG Annual Conference in the Nuremore Hotel, Carrickmacross, Co. Monaghan on 12th & 13th March, 2015 be hereby approved”.

12.(a)
To note reply from Minister for Transport, Tourism & Sport regarding roads funding.


Noted.
  (b)
To note reply from Department of Finance regarding the retention of 9% VAT rate for the food, tourism and hospitality sector.



Noted. Councillor E. Greenan agreed as was stated in the Minister’s letter that it is incumbent on the industry to ensure that this relief continues to be passed through fully to the consumer.
13.

To approve Arts Awards recommendations as circulated.
It was:

Proposed by Councillor N. Smyth


Seconded by Councillor C. Kelly

     And


Resolved:
“that payment of Arts Grants in accordance with following list, as circulated, be hereby approved”.
	Name of Organisation or Group
	Amount

	Mullahoran CCE
	€200

	Cavan Players
	€200

	The Hacklers Drama Group
	€200

	Blue Valentines
	€700

	Windows Publication & Design
	€500

	Cootehill Drama Group
	€200


	Gerry Whelan 11th Annual Weekend
	€300

	Cavan Drama Festival Committee
	€500

	Shercock Drama Festival
	€500

	Knocktemple National School
	€200

	At the Edge Cavan
	€500

	Kingscourt Youth Drama Group
	€500

	Killeshandra Community Drama Group
	€200

	Cavan Camera Club
	€500

	NYAH Co. Cavan Traditional Festival
	€500

	Ag Seinm Traditional Art Group
	€500

	Cavan Singers
	€500

	Cavan Town Comhaltas
	€200

	Cavan Youthreach
	€500

	Ed Reavy Traditional Music Festival
	€300

	Newstage Theatre
	€500

	Gonzo Youth Theatre
	€500

	Trans-art Curators
	€600

	Alan-James Burns, Michael Holly, Ross Cochrane
	€300

	Cathal Bui Festival, Blacklion
	€400




Votes of Congratulations:
· Lakeland Dairies on investing €36m in expanding its milk powder processing operations at Bailieborough.  The move will create 81 jobs at Lakeland facilities in Cavan/Monaghan and an additional 180 construction jobs will be created during the development of the new facilities.
· Combilift, Monaghan on the creation of 200 new jobs over the next five years through a major expansion of its facilities in Monaghan town.

· Virginia Show Society on the official opening of their new Centre by Taoiseach Enda Kenny on Friday 6th February, 2015.
· Martin O’Brien, Chief Executive Officer, Cavan Monaghan Educational Training Board on the official opening of their campus in Monaghan on Friday 6th February.

· Living Dread Theatre Company on the celebration of their 10th Anniversary.
Votes of Sympathy:

· Councillor John Paul Feeley on the death of his uncle James Feeley in Florida
· The McGovern Family, Swanlinbar on the tragic death of their son John.
· Former Councillor Patricia Walsh and the Graham Family on the death of their mother Eileen Graham.

· The Glennon Family, Mullagh on the death of Mattie Glennon.


A minutes silence was held in memory of the deceased.



Roads Allocations:



Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services informed the meeting that he had received recent notification in relation to the allocation of money for regional and local roads.  He stated that a separate meeting would be held with the members to discuss this allocation.  He stated that the total allocation for non-national roads was €8.45 million compared to €9 million in 2014, a decrease of 7.5%.  He noted that the amount allocated for restoration and improvement grants was €4.6 million and €1.29 million was allocated for restoration and maintenance grants.  He stated the amount allocated for bridge rehabilitation was €220,000 as against €210,000 in 2014.  He stated that €2.17 million will come from Cavan County Council’s own resources.  He noted that there was no specific allocation for Local Improvement Schemes or Community Involvement Schemes as they were now known.

MEMBERS’ ITEMS DEFERRED FROM JANUARY MEETING
1.
Local Improvement Scheme

Councillor S. Smith expressed his disappointment with the total funding allocated to Cavan County Council for non national roads.  He stated that he had hoped last year’s figure could be maintained but it has dropped once again.  He noted that Cavan County Council is always to the forefront when making monies available and this year is no exception.  He noted that funding for roads has decreased by at least 50% since 2009.  He stated that many families have to use these lanes 8-10 times a day and they are in poor condition.  He proposed that the Council write to the Minister for Transport seeking further funding for Local Improvement Schemes.

Councillor C. Kelly seconded this proposal.  He stated that the reduction of funding for roads is another retrograde step. He stated that it is appalling that money for the Community Involvement Scheme now has to come out of the overall roads allocation.  He proposed that the Fine Gael members meet with the Minister for Roads and ask that further funding be allocated for Local Improvement Schemes.
Councillor J. P. Feeley supported the Local Improvement Scheme stating that it was a very important scheme which assisted people in rural areas to have access to their houses.  He called on the Oireachtas members to act urgently and meet with the Minister for Roads.
Councillor P. O’Reilly stated that he was disappointed with the allocation but he was confident that an additional allocation would be given later in the year.  He noted that the grants were up on last year’s allocation.

Councillor W. Bennett noted that last year some lanes were done under the Community Involvement Scheme.  He stated that the Council are entitled to take 15% from their discretionary fund to do these lanes.
Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services briefly outlined the Community Involvement Scheme. He noted that the Council are under no obligation to do work on private lanes.  He stated that under the CIS scheme residents are obliged to contribute 20% towards works on the lane or higher if they wish.  He stated that the Council presently does not have the capacity to take money from discretionary grants for lanes.  He stated that given the nature of activity on private laneways maybe the Council should approach the Department of Agriculture to contribute towards the upkeep of private lanes.
Councillor S. Smith thanked the members for their contribution. He proposed that the Council write to the Minister for Agriculture and the Minister for Environment asking them to make available funding for Local Improvement Schemes.  This proposal was seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley.
MEMBERS’ ITEMS – FEBRUARY
11.
To report on Tetra mast at Mullagh.


Councillor S.P. O’Reilly asked the executive to report on the tetra mast in Mullagh. He noted that this mast was erected two years ago and deemed to be unauthorised.


Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services informed the meeting that the matter has been referred to An Bord Pleanala and the executive are still awaiting a reply from An Bord Pleanala regarding the Tetra Mast.  Mr. Brannigan stated that the Council must follow legislation and wait on An Bord Pleanala’s report to say that enforcement action can take place.  He stated that the Council’s position will be strengthened when they get the view of An Bord Pleanala and he will report back to the Council when this report is received.
3.
“Calling on Cavan County Council to send a very clear message to the Department of the Environment that this local authority will not accept any move to amalgamate the library services of Cavan and Monaghan that will contribute further to rural decline”.

Councillor N. Smyth stated that there is great concern among the public in relation to the amalgamation of the library services in Cavan and Monaghan.  She stated that this will have an effect on the libraries’ budgets, staff and opening hours.  She stated that the amalgamation of the library services will contribute further to rural decline.  She stated that the library service is hugely important to the literary arts and they are important social outlets which help to take people out of isolation.  

Councillor J.P. Feeley supported the motion and stated that the amalgamation of the library services was an unwelcome development.  He suggested that the executive should not engage in any further discussions in relation to the amalgamation of services.


Councillor C. Kelly stated that libraries and fire stations in rural areas will close as a result of amalgamating services.  


Councillor D. Brady proposed that the Council include in its letter to the Ministers for the Environment and Arts that the amalgamation of the fire services in Cavan Monaghan be also opposed.  This was seconded by Councillor P. McDonald.


Councillor M. Argue stated that she strongly opposes the amalgamation of the shared services in Cavan Monaghan.

Councillor P. O’Reilly stated that there is a great library service in County Cavan.  He stated that he did not foresee any library closures.  He noted that when Cavan and Monaghan VEC’s were being amalgamated there was similar opposition and yet since the move, Cavan and Monaghan have benefited immensely.


It was proposed by Councillor N. Smyth and seconded by Councillor J.P. Feeley that a letter be sent to the Minister for the Environment and the Minister for Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht stating that Cavan County Council will not accept any move to amalgamate the library services and fire services of Cavan and Monaghan. 


Mr. Eoin Doyle, Director of Services recognised the sentiments of the elected members regarding the library and fire services.  He stated that the Department say that the proposed measures will establish stronger, more effective and efficient public libraries and deliver better library services to local communities and citizens.  He stated that the amalgamation would mean one leading authority with each county adopting its own library development programme and both counties would have their own budget. He stated that there is no mention of libraries closing.  He stated that negotiations are still ongoing and he committed to updating the Councillors regularly on the issue.  

Vote of Sympathy

Councillor S. P. O’Reilly announced that he had just received news of the death of former Anglo Celt reporter Michael Cryan.  The meeting was adjourned for 5 minutes as a mark of respect to the late Mr. Cryan.

4.
“Calling on Cavan County Council to update members on the Greenways plan for Cavan and in particular engagement with Coillte in relation to the Castle Lake Forest Park, Bailieborough”.


Councillor N. Smyth called on the executive of Cavan County Council to engage with Coillte in relation to the Castle Lake Forest Park in Bailieborough to see what could be delivered in order to see the park developed further.  She noted that €67,000 had already been spent on the Castle Lake Forest Park making it accessible to pedestrians.  

Councillor P. McDonald supported the motion noting that the lake is a good fishing lake.


Mr. Eoin Doyle, Director of Services stated that the Council were already in contact with Coillte regarding Castle Lake Forest Park.  He stated that they are waiting on Coillte to see if they can draw plans for the amenity.  He stated that he would keep the members updated on the matter.

5.
“On the 100th Anniversary of the founding of Cumann na mBan, calling on Cavan County Council to recognise, celebrate and commemorate the pivotal role Cumann na mBan played in securing the independence of the State by selecting and naming Bailieborough Library after them in recognition of their efforts”.


After a lengthy discussion it was agreed that further clarity was needed on the matter and the motion was deferred to the March meeting.

6.
That the Council call on the Minister for the Environment & Local Government to amend the regulations governing the allocation of Local Authority Accommodation where a person retains a legal interest in the family home but are no longer in a relationship with their spouse/partner, in particular in the circumstances of domestic violence.


Councillor J.P. Feeley stated that this is a very difficult and sensitive situation for staff of the Housing Department who have to deal with some awkward cases.  He noted that people can avail of the RAS scheme in domestic violence difficulty but the problem arises when couples own property jointly and when they separate they cannot be allocated a Council house.  He stated that only where there is a legal separation can a person be allocated a Council house.  He stated that this is demanding of people where maybe the situation has resolved amicably to go down the legal route.  He asked that the Council call on the Minister for the Environment & Local Government to amend the regulations governing the allocation of Local Authority Accommodation where a person retains a legal interest in the family home but are no longer in a relationship with their spouse/partner, in particular in circumstances of domestic violence.

Councillor C. Kelly seconded the proposal.


Councillor M. Argue supported the motion.


Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services stated that Section 49 of the Housing Act 2014 makes an important amendment which may be relevant to certain applicants, including some separated persons who own a home jointly with their ex-partner and are applying for social housing support.  He stated that the amendment means that because a couple has separated but the consequences of the family home have not been sorted out in a formal separation agreement or in legal proceedings then the local authority may deem them eligible provided they meet all the other eligibility and needs criteria for the rental accommodation scheme.
7.
The provision of Age Friendly Parking. 

12.
Age friendly parking spaces on our towns.

Councillor J.P. Feeley noted that a special ceremony was held in the Cavan Crystal where seven projects from across the country were recognised for their innovative and creative approaches to making Ireland a great place in which to grow old at the inaugural Age Friendly Recognition and Achievement Awards.  He complimented Cavan on receiving the Age Friendly Business Award.  He stated that the certain spaces for the provision of age friendly parking should be made available by Cavan County Council to the elderly in order to accommodate them going to the post office to collect their pensions.  He asked that Cavan County Council would look at the provision of age friendly parking and see how they could incorporate it into towns around the County.


Mr. Eoin Doyle, Director of Services stated that the executive would look at the motion in the context of parking bye-laws.  He stated that disabled spaces are provided at the Bus Station in Cavan and the Council are currently looking at two further locations.


Cathaoirleach’s Reception

Councillor S.P. O’Reilly informed the members that a Cathaoirleach’s Reception would take place at the March meeting for Jacinta Dunleavy (Walsh), Cavan Icebreakers Swimming Club and Michael Lafferty, Breffni Blues Special Olympics Club.


The meeting concluded at 5.45p.m.
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