MINUTES OF STRATEGIC POLICY COMMITTEE MEETING ON HOUSING COMMUNITY, SOCIAL & CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT
COUNCIL CHAMBER, COURTHOUSE, CAVAN
27th July, 2016.

Present:-
Cllr. Madeline Argue, Chairperson

Mr. Joe McLoughlin, Director of Service

Mr. Philip Coleman, Senior Engineer

Cllr. Clifford Kelly, Cavan County Council


Cllr. Paddy O’Reilly, Cavan County Council

Cllr. Shane P. O’Reilly


Mr. Larry McCluskey, CPPN


Ms. Madeleine Ui Mhealoid, SVP


Mr. John Donohoe, Community & Enterprise
Apologies:

Apologies for inability to attend were received from:


Mr. John O’Donohoe, Community & Enterprise.


Mr. Thomas Maughan, Cavan Traveller Men’s Shed


Cllr. Noel Connell

1. MINUTES
On the proposal of Ms. Madeleine Mellott, seconded by Cllr. Paddy O’Reilly, the minutes of the meeting held on 19th April, 2016 were confirmed and signed. 
2. FRAMEWORK FOR COLLABORATION – NEW AGREEMETN BETWEEN ARTS COUNCILS AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Catriona O’Reilly, Arts Officer gave a presentation on the Framework for Collaboration – New Agreement between the Arts Council and Local Government.

Topics raised in the discussion which followed included:

· The distribution of funding throughout the country and to various organisations and events

· Issues regarding professional actors / shows and ‘Professional Venues
· Allocations from Department of Arts, Arts Council etc

Catriona pointed out that the new Framework should result in better funding distribution and perhaps, more funding availability for small festivals etc

Cllr Paddy O’Reilly raised the issue of the lack of proper visible signage at Ramor theatre, Virginia.  He said that the Theatre should have greater emphasis/visibility for traffic through the town.

A motion that the Committee write to Mary Hanley, theatre Manager, expressing the desirability if providing clearer signage for the venue, was proposed by Larry McCluskey, seconded by Cllr. Paddy O’Reilly, and agreed.

3. HOUSING PROGRAMME
Joe McLoughlin, Director of Services, gave a presentation covering the main Housing issues over recent years.

He explained the main areas covered by the recent published document by the Department of Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government – Rebuilding Ireland, Action Plan for Housing & Homelessness.

Topics covered included:

· Lack of affordable housing

· Reduction in household sizes

· Reduction in house building over a number of years

· Reduction of Social Housing Construction Budgets and subsequent reduction in number of Social Houses provided.
· Issues of affordability

· Introduction of HAP Scheme

· Value and fast availability of acquisitions in current climate

· Difficulties for developers to raise capital for housing projects.

Mr. McLoughlin concluded by providing an update on the current programme in Cavan County Council and the latest Quarterly Activity Report.

4. HOUSING ADAPTATION GRANT FOR PEOPLE WITH A DISABILITY

Philip Coleman presented a proposal to the committee regarding an increase in the maximum grant to be awarded for the Housing Adaptation Grant for People with a Disability.
Since April 2009, Cavan County council reviewed the costs associated with the adaption works required.  On the basis of market conditions and associated costs at that time and maximising the number of grants completed, it was decided to approve maximum limits as follows:
EXTENSION

Bedroom/Shower Room – (23 m²)
Building (23 m² x €700)
..
..
..
..
€16,100 (max)

Shower Unit etc.
..
..
..
..
..
€  2,500 (max)

Tiling
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
€     500 (max)

Floor Covering, Decoration etc.
..
..
..
€     500 (max)








€19,600 (max).

The Council has reviewed the costs in view of current market conditions and the following maximum limits are proposed:

EXTENSION

Bedroom/Shower Room – (23m2)
Building (23 m² x €1,150)
..
..
..
..
€26,450 (€25,000 max)

Shower Unit etc
..
..
..
..
..
€   4,000 (€ 3,500 max)

Tiling
..
..
..
..
..
..
..
€   1,000 (€    750 max)

Floor Covering, Decoration etc.
..
..
..
€   1,000 (€    750 max)

Total







€32,450 (€ 30,000 max)
As the current costs are in excess of €30,000, it is proposed to increase the maximum grant limit to €30,000 in accordance with above.

He proposed that the maximum grant be increased to €30,000 from the date of the next County Council Meeting on 12th September, 2016.  

A motion to adopt the increase was proposed by Madeleine Mellott, seconded by Cllr. Clifford Kelly and approved.

5. A.O.B.

Philip Coleman informed the meeting that a Housing Needs Assessment Process had commenced. He said that the Council started writing to applicants on the current housing list requesting that they provide the Council with updated details.  He stressed to those present, the importance of the information being returned and that people who did not return information requested would be removed from the Council’s Housing List.
6. DATE FOR NEXT MEETING:
It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on 26th October, 2016 at 2.30 pm.

Signed: ____________________________   Date:   _________________________

             Chairperson
