Environment & Planning Strategic Policy Committee Meeting held on 1st March 2016 at 11am, Old Reference Library, Council Offices, Farnham Street, Cavan 
Present: Cllr. D. Brady (Chairperson), Cllr. W. Bennett, Cllr. F. Curtin, Cllr. V. Smith, B. Engel (Cavan PPN), Ger Finn (Director of Service), M. Galligan (A/Sen. Planner), C. O’Callaghan (A/Sen. Engineer), P.Connaughton (A/Sen. Exec Officer), P. Gaynor (Sen. Exec. Engineer) C. Craven (AO).
Apologies:
Fintan McCabe, Thomas Cooney
1. Minutes of previous meeting

The minutes were proposed by Cllr. W. Bennett and Seconded by Cllr. V.Smith. 
2. Matters Arising

No matters arising.
3. Draft Litter Management Plan 2016-2019
The Administrative Officer’s presentation covered the requirements of the Litter Management Plan and procedure for making, amending and replacing a plan as set out under the Litter Pollution Act 1997 as amended.  He also provided members with a proposed outline of the plan i.e. objectives, consultation process, key challenges and format.
Cllr, D. Brady thanked Conor for his informative presentation.  A number of members raised queries in relation to dog fouling, litter complaints and incidence of illegal dumping.  In response, C. Craven stated that CCTV was deployed in particular at Bring Centres and in litter black spots.  He explained that a number of prosecutions had been secured under the litter and waste management acts in 2015.  Moreover, he advised that two successful prosecutions were secured in January under the Litter Act.  He advised that all litter and waste complaints are fully investigated and where evidence is available, follow up action is initiated.  Conor referred to the fact the purpose of the Litter Plan is to implement measures which encourage public awareness with a view to eliminating litter pollution.
4. Policy for Taking in-Charge of Housing Developments (unfinished estates)
Pat Gaynor explained the background to the policy and gave an overview of the national situation.  He noted that by 2010, the issue of unfinished estates had become a national priority.  Pat stated that figures from the National Survey of Unfinished Estates, indicated that Co. Cavan had 147 unfinished estates in 2010, decreasing to 52 in January 2015 and to 33 by January 2016.  He advised that out of a total of 233 housing estates in Co. Cavan, 12 estates have been taken in charge, a further 29 applications for Taking In Charge (TIC) have been lodged and are under review.  Currently, 91 housing estates may be taken in charge, if they meet the eligibility criteria.  Pat stated that TIC is a planning function, however, he explained that several sections of the Local Authority and Irish Water are now involved in the process.  All applications for TIC are processed by the Local Authority.  Cavan County Council has entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with Irish Water in respect of TIC and estates will be taken in charge subject to requisite standards being achieved. 
Cllr. W. Bennett queried the financial cost for the Local Authority in the event that all remaining estates are taken in charge.  In reply, Pat stated that it was not possible to provide an estimated cost at this juncture.  Ger Finn pointed out to members that the bill for public lighting and power is a significant financial cost.  The Director of Service stated that any bonds available would be used to upgrade lighting and improve the conditions of these unfinished estates.  
On the proposal of Cllr. F. Curtin and seconded by Cllr. W. Bennett, that the draft policy for taking in charge of housing developments was unanimously agreed by the members and is recommended for adoption at a future meeting of Cavan County Council.

5. Update on Irish Water
Paddy Connaughton provided members with a review of water charges provision in Ireland dating back to the 1970s.  He also outlined the main changes and challenges pertaining to the establishment of Irish Water.  Paddy stated that the level of customer care and professional service delivered by local authorities historically must be continued in the context of the new arrangements:
· Service level agreement is in place for 2016 and 2017 and Cavan County Council staffing complement in real terms is unchanged.

· Protocols being developed for new connections; standardisation nationally for changes, road opening licences etc.

· UFW Cavan 28%, need to secure investment in WWTP and networks.

· Drinking Water Compliance in Cavan in 2015 99.78%

Paddy gave a detailed report to the meeting on capital schemes in the area of water treatment plants and network construction and minor work schemes.  Paddy advised that the overall expenditure by the Local Authority on the Rural Water Programme in 2015 came to €1,303,494.29.  He explained that in January the Department of Environment introduced a multi-annual 2016-2018 funding model to operate the Rural Water Programme.  Paddy concluded his report by outlining the Local Authority’s proposed expenditure on the Rural Water Programme as follows: 2016 €1,863,037.84, 2017 €2,245,247.88, 2018 €1,438,070.38.  This reflects a total overall expenditure of €5,546,356.10.
6. AOB

No items for discussion.
7. Date of next meeting

Thursday 28th of April 2016 @ 11am
