MINUTES OF MEETING OF BALLYJAMESDUFF MUNICIPAL DISTRICT HELD ON 26th MARCH, 2015 IN THE SHOW CENTRE, VIRGINIA, CAVAN

COUNCILLOR P. O’REILLY, CATHAOIRLEACH PRESIDING

PRESENT:
Councillors W. Bennett, P. Brady, N. Connell, P. Smith
IN ATTENDANCE:

Eoin Doyle, Director of Service




Kevin Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer





Sabrina Cullen, A/Assistant Staff Officer

APOLOGIES:

Cllr. Shane P. O’Reilly

1. 
To confirm Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Ballyjamesduff Municipal District held on 19th January 2015
It was:

Proposed by Councillor W. Bennett
     Seconded by Councillor P. Brady
      And


Resolved:

“that minutes of monthly meetings of Cavan County Council held on 19th January 2015 be hereby approved”.

Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, stated that as Cllr. S. P. O’Reilly was not present that they would move straight to item 4 on the agenda.
Members Items
4.
The need for an extension of the footpath and safety measures on the Ballinagh Road out of Kilnaleck
Cllr. Connell stated that there is a dangerous situation where the road narrows. There are nine houses in close proximity and there is no lighting. Cllr. Connell asked could there be a continuation of the footpath or space made available for a layby, as the residents are concerned about it. Safety precautions are needed to slow the traffic down, he stated.

Cllr. Bennett stated that there is a problem there and that there is a problem in relation to funding. Cllr. P. Smith said he would support the motion. Cllr. Brady stated that the Handball Club had got funding recently and this will increase the traffic at this location.

K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer stated that there was a CIS for this area last year and there was a lot of difficulties, however he stated that he is 90% confident of being able to extend the footpath and widen the road as far as the turn off for the mushroom houses. He also stated that he is currently looking for landowner consent.
E. Doyle, Director of Services, stated that that a lot of work has been put into this and he acknowledged the role played by Cllr. Connell and Cllr. Bennett in this.

Cllr. Smith asked if the council intended widening it to the junction. K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer stated yes.

Cllr. Connell asked re safety measures on the Ballinagh Road. K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer stated that this needs funding and it has been brought to the road design team and it is in a queue. K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer stated that he would also speak to the Gardai re speed enforcement in this area. 

Cllr. Connell asked about the use of speed ramps. K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer stated that there is a difference between speed bars and rumble strips and there are issues with the use of these as they cannot be used near dwellings due to noise levels. The NRA have also stated that the use of speed bars or rumble strips can only be used at roundabouts, K. Sexton explained.


5.
The need for safety measures at Porters Row in Arva
Cllr. Brady stated that this housing estate in Arva is full of houses not occupied and there are issues of overgrown grass and potholes. Cllr. Bennett supported the motion.
K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer stated that a CIS would be an option. He further stated that he could provide gravel should the residents be willing to help.

Cllr. Brady stated that the fact that it is not properly fenced off, it is dangerous.  K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer stated that the fencing will be sorted.

6. The need for traffic control measures in Killydoon and Ballinagh
Cllr. Brady stated that Killydoon is a small village and lorries are coming through the village and speeds of 70/80 km/h. It is only a matter of time before there is an accident.

Cllr. Brady stated that there is also a problem at Ard Kill Place in Ballinagh, a fence was knocked outside the estate, and speed is also an issue at this location.
Cllr. Bennett sated that he would like to support the motion. Cllr. Connell stated he would also support the motion. He stated that cars are pulling up and it is a very busy road.

Cllr. Smith also supported the motion. He stated that speed is a major issue on our roads and the Council are trying to replace the Gardai. He stated that something needed to be done, he questioned if the Gardai were patrolling the roads. Cllr. Brady asked re the speed camera and how to get the gardai out. Cllr. Bennett stated that there have been vans out and they are unable to catch the offenders, he further suggested that in Killydoon perhaps the traffic are doing the speed limit. Cllr. Connell stated that perhaps the speed limit is too high. 
K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer stated that legislation had just come out regarding speed limits but this won’t affect the National routes. He further stated that Killydoon will be bypassed. He will ask the guard to have a visual impact. He stated that he has spoken to road design re the narrow bridge and he hopes to introduce traffic measures like Dunancory Bridge in Virginia, at Killydoon. With regard to Ballinagh, K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer, stated that a roundabout will help when the by-pass is done.
Cllr. P. Smith stated that more needed to be done by the Gardai in speed enforcement and the placing of garda vans. E. Doyle, Director of Service, stated that he would ask the Joint Policing Committee to give an update on the criteria used in assessing the location of the vans. K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer, stated that the vans are often sighted near schools or areas where accidents have happened.

7. That this Council would look for additional items for Virginia Playground

Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, stated that parents are taking their children to Mullagh and Ballyjamesduff as there are not adequate facilities in Virginia. He asked if there were any items that could be replaced. E. Doyle, Director of Service, stated that the Council will actively look into this and within resources try to get some additional equipment.

Cllr. P. Smith supported the motion.

8. That this Council would seek funding for the development of Council lands at Virginia, for industrial development
Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, stated that the council purchased land and this meets the N3, he stated that this area should be opened up for development. The area needs to be left accessible to attract business. Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, further stated that in the current climate where the economy is recovering this facility is only an hour from Dublin and it could generate business, and would be a major boost to the area.
Cllr. Bennett supported the motion and asked if the IDA would come on board? He welcomed the 30 jobs in Kingscourt in recent times. He stated that he hope there would be a joint effort between the Council and the IDA.
Cllr. P. Smith supported the motion. He congratulated the Council on buying the land.

Cllr. N. Connell supported the motion, he stated that it makes sense to get business in as they will be paying rates, thus generating income for the County.

Cllr. P. Brady supported the motion. He stated that there are not enough jobs in the County and that this location is only an hour form the Port so all is in our favour.
Cllr. Bennett asked if there is three phase electricity at the site.


Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, stated that there is.

E. Doyle, Director of Services, stated that he agreed with the councilors, and he stated that there is a move nationally to developing outside of Dublin. He further stated that Vincent Reynolds, (Local Enterprise Office) sees this site as very important. He stated that the Cootehill Enterprise Park created 200 jobs. He stated that the Virginia site is a major objective for the Council in coming years.
Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, asked where the funding for Cootehill was sourced from. E. Doyle, Director of Service stated that there were a number of agencies that came together to achieve the Cootehill Park completion.

Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, asked where the Councillors go from here to further this project. E Doyle, Director of Service, stated that Cootehill will be finished first and then Virginia will be looked at but he stated it will take time.

Any Other Business
E. Doyle, Director of Service, stated that all members received a schedule of Municipal District Works, 2015. The Councillors noted receipt of same.

Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, asked when the Bailiebor Road junction is to commence works. K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer, stated that the tender is being put together and there and there should be movement in 8- 10 weeks. Cllr. P. O’Reilly, Cathaoirleach, asked regarding the traffic management plan for the junction and if night works were to be an option in this instance. K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer, stated that a lot of the work can be done off road. He further stated that there is a premium pay for night works. E. Doyle, Director of Service stated that there can be complaints regarding night time works.
Cllr. Bennett stated that littering in the area is a huge problem. He asked if cameras can be bought and places in locations where littering is most prevalent. Cllr. N. Connell supported this and stated that it is a problem county wide.

E. Doyle, Director of Service stated that cameras are being moved about and it is difficult to prosecute. Any prosecutions are advertised if possible, he stated. 

Cll. P. Smith supported the motion and stated that the hedge cutting makes the problem more visible.

Cllr. P. Smith asked for an update on two previous motions which he had brought forward the Soccer pitch in Ballyjamesduff and the fishing area. K. Sexton, Senior Executive Engineer, stated that both were moving along.      The meeting concluded at 3pm
Signed:_____________________________________
  Date:_________________

Chairperson
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